Dog Temperament Evaluation
Pet History (to be completed by owner):
Pet’s Name (first and last):
What are your goals in participating in our Day
Academy program? (Check all that apply)
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Basic manners
Therapy or service dog preparation
Socialization with other dogs
Confidence building
Burn energy

Which activities do you think your pet would enjoy?
(Check all the apply)
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Free play with other dogs
Toy time (tug, fetch, etc.)
Active sports (agility, treibball, disc, etc.)
Nose work or tracking
Human play (chase me, wrestling, etc.)

Has your dog ever displayed symptoms of separation Were you recommended to daycare by a professional
anxiety? I.E.: barking, howling, eliminating, destroying trainer or veterinarian, as a source of exercise or to
things or harming themselves when left alone.
help with behavioral problems?:
❏ Yes
❏ No

❏ Yes
❏ No
Which of the following best describes your dog’s socialization with other dogs:

❏ None – no knowledge of dog interaction
❏ Minimal – on leash interaction, or close family and friend's interaction, only. <5 dogs
❏ Moderate – some off-leash play with known dogs and small groups (I.E. apartment dog parks or
play dates with friends and family, >5 dogs.)
❏ Extensive – regular interaction with a variety of dogs at dog parks, daycare, etc.
Has your dog ever attended a dog daycare before?:

If yes, why are you looking to change providers?:

❏ Yes
❏ No
Is your dog on flea/tick prevention?:
❏ Yes
❏ No

Is your dog on heartworm preventative?:
❏ Yes
❏ No

Are there any places on your dog’s body they do not like
to be touched?:

If yes, where?:

❏ Yes
❏ No
Check the box that best describes your dog’s activity level:
❏
❏
❏
❏

Couch potato
Mild exerciser: short daily walks and/or playtime with humans or dogs
Moderate exerciser: long or multiple walks daily and/or playtime with humans or dogs
Athlete: regular jogs or runs, hikes, high intensity games like fetch (for long or multiple sessions
daily), or participation in sports such as agility or flyball.

Has your dog ever been around dogs who are extremely
different in size (small dogs for large breeds, and vice
versa.)
❏ Yes
❏ No

If yes, does your dog get along well with dogs of
different sizes?:
❏ Yes
❏ No
❏ Sometimes. Explain:

Does your dog like children?:
❏ Yes
❏ No
❏ Unsure

Does your dog like women?:
❏ Yes
❏ No
❏ Unsure

Does your dog like men?:
❏ Yes
❏ No
❏ Unsure

Has your dog ever reacted in one of the following ways to another dog? (check all that apply):
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Showed teeth, growled, barked excessively or snapped at
Fearful; ran, cowered or hid from
Chased, tackled, rolled or pinned down (other than in play)
Mounted
Attacked or bitten

Has your dog ever reacted in one of the following ways to a human? (check all that apply):
❏ Stiffened, showed teeth, growled or snapped at
❏ Fearful; ran, cowered or hid from
❏ Attacked or bitten
Has your dog ever reacted in one of the following ways to another animal?
❏ Chased
❏ Barked (excessively) at
❏ Attacked or bitten
If your dog has bitten a person or other animal, please notify staff prior to completing this evaluation.
What does a typical, friendly dog interaction look like with your dog? Check all that apply
(if your dog does not get along with other dogs, leave blank.)
❏ Polite sniffing, wagging tail, greets other dogs and explores environment
❏ Allows other dogs to sniff but doesn’t return. Stays close to human or finds a good place to rest
and sticks to themselves
❏ Gentle play: wiggly, play bowing and gentle wrestling
❏ Intense play: rough housing, intense wrestling and chewing
❏ Gentle chasing: follows other running dogs at moderate speed, stops short of catching them,
turns to entice other dogs to chase
❏ Intense chasing: chases running dogs at high speeds, tackles or body slams when catches, nips
at or barks while chasing. Pesters other dogs to chase (barks at, circles, teases with toys, etc.)
❏ Politely plays tug or keep away with toys
❏ Plays fetch or tug with human and ignores other dogs
Does your dog guard toys?

Does your dog guard food?

Check all that apply:

Check all that apply:

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Yes, from people
Yes, from dogs
No
Unsure
Sometimes.
Please explain:

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Yes, from people
Yes, from dogs
No
Unsure
Sometimes.
Please explain:

Does your dog guard other
resources? (people, spaces, etc.)
❏ Yes, from people
❏ Yes, from dogs
❏ No
If yes, what do they guard?:

Signature:

Date:
By submitting this form, I certify that

A.) I have provided Bonafide Dog Academy with a full and accurate depiction of my pet’s temperament as I
know it. I agree that all information provided above is accurate to the best of my knowledge. I agree to inform
Bonafide Dog Academy of any changes in the above information, including but not limited to altercation or
bite incidents involving people, dogs or other animals.
B.) I give permission for Bonafide Dog Academy staff to temperament test my dog for social activities. I
understand that it is at the sole discretion of Bonafide Dog Academy as to whether my dog will be permitted
to participate in social activities. I understand that initial passing of the temperament evaluation does not
guarantee continued participation in social activities and that Bonafide Dog Academy may change my dog’s
activity status at any time and for any reason. I understand that certain behaviors will disqualify my dog from
receiving care at Bonafide Dog Academy outside of social activities.
C.) I understand that the Bonafide Day Academy program is, first and foremost, a daycare and enrichment
program. While training is a large aspect of this program, it is not primarily a training program and is not
intended to address serious behavioral concerns. I understand that the Bonafide Day Academy trainers will
be working through a set curriculum with my dog and not a personalized program created to suit my personal
goals. I understand that results are not guaranteed. I understand I will under no circumstances be entitled to
a refund of services rendered or scheduled due to dissatisfaction with training results.
D.) I understand that there is inherent risk in participation in social activities, including but not limited to:
fights, bites, contagious disease, parasites and emotional distress. I understand that while Bonafide Dog
Academy takes precautions to minimize these risks, they cannot eliminate them. I give permission for my dog
to participate in social activities at Bonafide Dog Academy with the knowledge that these risks exist. I hereby
hold Bonafide Dog Academy and it’s agents harmless in the event of any assumed risk during social
activities.
I DO NOT give Bonafide Dog Academy permission to have my dog participate in social activities, and
would like them kept separated from other dogs at all times. INITIAL: ________

Evaluation (to be completed by staff):

Crate Training
❏
❏
❏
❏

Extreme anxiety in crate
Extreme anxiety in alternative enclosures
OK in alternative enclosures
Anxiety when left alone, OK with human
present
❏ Frustration behaviors
❏ Calms with time

❏ OK with calming aids i.e. aromatherapy,
pheromone sprays, stuffed food toys, etc.
❏ Guards from other dogs
❏ Guards from humans
❏ Reluctant to enter
❏ Enters willingly
❏ Calm in crate

❏
❏
❏
❏

Cannot be crated. House in alternative enclosure while working on crate training
Separation anxiety too severe for facility. Must receive private behavioral help before returning.
Needs work but OK for crating in facility
Good in crate
Handling
Head:

❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates

Ears:
❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates

Mouth:
❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:

Neck:

Chest:

Back:

❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates
Notes:
Sides:
❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates

❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates
Notes:
Stomach:
❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates

❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates
Notes:
Tail:
❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates

Notes:

Notes:

Notes:

Feet:

General Petting

Additional handling notes:

❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates
Notes:

❏ Loves
❏ Tolerates
❏ Hates
Notes:

Dog Interactions
Test dog(s) used:

On leash:
RED LIGHT (not suitable for group play)
❏
❏
❏

Barking/growling/lunging
Overly excited: whining/lunging/pulling and unresponsive to
handler
Fearful: cowering, submissive urination, hiding, defensive
behaviors
YELLOW LIGHT (use BAT protocol)

❏
Notes:

❏

Avoidance: Glances at dog and looks away, sniffs ground, moves
away.
Alert: regards other dog with stiff posture and intense focus,
watches for >3 seconds, does not disengage on their own (has to
be redirected), will respond to handler but quickly turns focus
back on other dog.
GREEN LIGHT (ok for off leash)

❏
❏

Playful: wiggly, bowing, initiating play; listens when redirected by
handler and will walk on loose lead
Curious/interested: polite interest in other dog, loose and wiggly,
sniffs and tolerates sniffing

Test dog(s) used:

Off leash:
RED LIGHT (not suitable for group play)
❏

❏

❏
Notes:

❏

Intense chasing, pinning and/or body slamming with no back and
forth (does not self-handicap or allow self to be chased) or with
dogs who are not reciprocating.
Fleeing, hiding or avoiding contact with other dogs. Tries to
escape when doors open and resists coming back into the play
area.
Nuisance behaviors: mounting, incessant barking, stealing,
pestering
Fighting, biting or intense posturing

YELLOW LIGHT (proceed with caution. Evaluate factors that may help
move into green.)
❏
❏

Avoidance: avoids or hides from other dogs. Stays near doors or
windows.
Uncomfortable: stiff, displacement behaviors, moving away from
or hiding from other dogs
GREEN LIGHT

❏
❏
Toys:
❏
❏
❏
❏

Okay
Resource Guards
Protective but appropriate
Other:

Playful: loose and wiggly, play behaviors, self-handicaps (lets
other dog win), good back and forth in behaviors
Friendly: sniffs and allows sniffing, exploring environment,
comfortable laying down
Treats:

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Okay
Will not eat in group
Guards
Snatches/Gulps
Other:

Affection during play:
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Enjoys
Neutral
Becomes possessive
Does not enjoy
Other:

FINAL ASSESSMENT:
❏
❏
❏

Completed
Re-evaluate
Other:

GROUP (check all that apply)
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Small
Medium
Large
Calm
Crazy

❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

INDIVIDUAL ONLY
Training needed
Approved Friends Only
One on one only
Use caution
Not Suitable for Facility

Final recommendation:

Owner Signature:

Date:

Staff Initials:

By signing above, I agree that:
I understand the results of my pet’s Day Academy Evaluation. I have been made aware of my options for Day
Academy and training going forward. If additional training has been recommended, I understand that the
completion of a training program does not guarantee my dog will be approved to attend Day Academy and/or
social activities. I understand that Bonafide Dog Academy reserves the right to change my dog’s status at
any time, which may include restriction from social activities, specific or all day services, group classes and
private training.
I understand that failure to attend Day Academy regularly may result in temperamental changes. I
understand that should I fail to bring my dog for 30 consecutive days, Bonafide Dog Academy will require
another temperament evaluation prior to re-entering the program.
I understand that Bonafide Day Academy’s group play policy is as follows:
●

Any dog who has bitten another dog and caused damage requiring veterinary care in or
outside of the facility will not, under any circumstances, be allowed into social play with
other dogs at Bonafide Dog Academy.

●

Dogs who show overarousal such as excessive mounting, posturing, growling
(non-playful), excessive barking (non-playful), herding and other possibly dangerous
behaviors will not be allowed in social play with other dogs.

●

Social group play is meant for dogs who already enjoy and play appropriately with other
dogs. The trainers will sometimes choose to create a socialization program for certain
dogs who are not initially placed in the social play program, but this is entirely up to their
discretion and does not guarantee that a dog will be placed into group play. There may be
additional cost associated with these programs. This would be an optional service.

●

For dogs who show barrier or leash frustration, the trainers may recommend utilizing a
muzzle for re-evaluation in the future. It is the responsibility of the owner to purchase a
PROPERLY SIZED and BITE PROOF muzzle recommended by the trainers if they would
like to move forward with this plan. This does NOT guarantee that their dog will interact in
social play in the future. The muzzle simply allows for an alternative temperament
evaluation process.

